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How It Works (see Figure 2 for schematic) 
 
Briefly, the PDMS provides a positive mold of columns (1) onto which a hydrogel solution is 
poured (2) and removed to form the negative mold with wells (3).  This mold is filled with 
organic solvent containing polymer and drug substance (4) and dissolved in water(5).  
Afterwards the mold is washed away and the particles collected(6).  Note this requires that 
whatever organic solvent is used be very hydrophobic (i.e. acetone, DMSO, etc. do not work as 
well) or else a film may form connecting the wells. 

  

 

Figure 2. Mold method of microparticle fabrication explanation. 


